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Building Bridges Together

Contact Information

Resource Contract Number:

Resource Specialist:

Adoption Specialist:

Resource Specialist Phone:

Adoption Specialist Phone:

Resource Specialist E-mail:

Adoption Specialist E-mail:

Foster Parent Hotline:
1-800-376-9729

Statewide Recruitment:
1-866-612-2565

Permanency Planning Specialist: Phone: E-mail:
Permanency Planning Supervisor: Phone: E-mail:
County Director: Phone: E-mail:
Area Director: Phone: E-mail:

Foster Parent Continuing Education: www.nrcys.ou.edu,/ programs,/ rft.shtml


www.nrcys.ou.edu/programs/rft.shtml
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Building Bridges Together
Strengthening Families
Helping Children Stay Connected

1-866-612-2565 www.okdhs.org


www.okdhs.org

February

Monday Tuesday |[Wednesday| Thursday Saturday

A Bridge Resource Family is a family who may be asked:

To provide temporary care, love and nurturance to the child and %
serve as a mentor actively helping the parent improve their ability to Mo el
safely care for their children while staying connected and assisting in
the transition to reunification, legal guardianship or adoption to another family; and/or

pr 1.'1;3 Bri
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To serve as the legal guardian for the child while maintaining a child’s connection to kin,
culture and community; and/or

To adopt the child while maintaining a child’s connection to kin, culture and community.
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Foster Parent Guiding Principles

We continually examine our personal values and biases,
ensuring they do not interfere with our ability to partner with
families.

We respect the children and families we serve.

We listen to the voices of children and youth.

We continuously seek to learn who families are and what
they need.
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Foster Parent Guiding Principles

We effectively communicate through teamwork, which
yields the best results for children and families.

We maintain a child’s permanent connection to kin, culture
and community.

We create a standard of excellence and cooperation in the
work we do.
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National Foster Care Month
fiing Brica,

B, Who Can Foster or Adopt?
Single or married individuals who:

« Are at least 21 years old.

« Are in good physical and mental health.

« Have the ability to understand, love, care for and accept a
child to whom they did not give birth.
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« Have the ability to love, understand, care for and accept a child to whom they did not give birth.
« Be at least 21 years of age and preferably no more than 55 years older than the child
considered for placement. « Applicants and each household member, 18 years of age or older, must
submit fingerprints for a state and national criminal history records search. « Submit to a search of all OKDHS records, including Child
Welfare records. « Ensure that no household member has a prior conviction of any sexual offense. « Attend 27 hours of pre-service
training, ¢ Have sufficient income to meet current expenses. ¢ Be in good physical and mental health to provide for the needs of the
child — physieal exam is required. « Be legal residents. « Have a working vehicle and a telephone. « Provide sufficient beds and
bedrooms for additional children. « Have healthy relationships whether married, single, legally separated or divoreed.

« Provide information for a family assessment — home study.
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” What Support Will OKDHS d
Wi, Provide for Foster Care?

Monthly reimbursement for each child based upon set rates.

Insurance for child’s medical, dental, vision and counseling expenses.

Child care services to foster parents who work outside the home at least 20 hours per week.
Liability insurance. « Supportive services and consultation with a social worker.
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What Support Will OKDHS
Provide for Adoption?

« Subsidy payment may be available for adoption of an older child, sibling groups and children with
emotional, learning, or medical needs. « Subsidy payment to help with attorney fees.

« Insurance for child’s medical, dental, vision and counseling expenses.

« Supportive services and consultation with a social worker. « Referral to post-adoption services.
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In-Service Training

All resource parents are required to complete 12 hours of
continuing in-service training per calendar year on subjects that
promote their skills and interests as providers. Free in-service
training options are available to resource families in the form of
on-line training courses, by attending conferences and by means
of video and taped instruction. For more information contact your
local OKDHS Human Services Center.

pr 1.._Img Dri
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Initial Meeting

The initial meeting is a meeting that involves the resource
parents, the biological parents and the child welfare specialist with the
purpose being the resource parents and the biological parents meet
face-to-face to exchange information about the child and begin to
establish an open relationship with each other. Children are not
involved in the initial meeting, and ideally the meeting should occur
within seven days of the child being placed in out-of-home care.
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National Adoption Month
Did you know these facts?

Oklahoma authorized 1,600 children for adoptive placement
during fiscal year 2007 — 2008.

Oklahoma has received national recognition for it’s Overseas Military Adoption: Initiative.
Approximately 20 children have been placed with U.S. military families stationed abroad.
Oklahoma has increased the number of older children being placed for adoption.
Oklahoma has increased the number of siblings being placed together for adoption.
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Fa, Family Group Conference

-:wmm‘gﬂm .
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A Family Group Conference is a gathering of individuals that
includes biological parents, extended family, friends and community
members who support the family as well as the child welfare specialist
and other entitled professionals. They come together to develop a plan that addresses the issues of
concern that initiated the involvement with Child Welfare and methods by which to correct those
conditions. During the Family Group Conference a placement provider for the child might be identified,
along with other family members or friends acting in supporting roles both for the family and the child.
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