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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO. 08-02 DATE:  FEBRUARY 12, 2008 
OKLAHOMA HEALTH CARE 
AUTHORITY/FAMILY SUPPORT 
SERVICES  

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 
OFFICE OF LEGISLATIVE RELATIONS AND
POLICY 

TO: ALL OFFICES 

SUBJECT: MANUAL MATERIAL  

OAC 317:35-5-26. 

EXPLANATION: Policy revisions were approved by the Board and the Governor as 
required by the Administrative Procedures Act. 

Agency rules are revised to recognize children who reside in Indian 
Health Services, Bureau of Indian Affairs, or Tribal controlled 
dormitories as residents of Oklahoma for SoonerCare eligibility 
purposes. 

Original signed on 2-11-08 
Mary Stalnaker, Director 
Family Support Services Division 

Sharon Neuwald, Coordinator  
Office of Legislative Relations and Policy 

WF # 08-A  (NAP)
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR FILING MANUAL MATERIAL

OAC is the acronym for Oklahoma Administrative Code. If OAC appears before a number 
on an Appendix or before a Section in text, it means the Appendix or text contains rules or 
administrative law. Lengthy internal policies and procedures have the same Chapter number 
as the OAC Chapter to which they pertain following an "OKDHS" number, such as 
personnel policy at OKDHS:2-1 and personnel rules at OAC 340:2-1. The "340" is the Title 
number that designates OKDHS as the rulemaking agency; the "2" specifies the Chapter 
number; and the "1" specifies the Subchapter number. 

The chronological order for filing manual material is: (1) OAC 340 by designated Chapter 
and Subchapter number; (2) if applicable, OKDHS numbered text for the designated 
Chapter and Subchapter; and (3) all OAC Appendices with the designated Chapter number. 
For example, the order for filing personnel policy is OAC 340:2-1, OKDHS:2-1, and OAC 
340:2 Appendices behind all Chapter 2 manual material. Any questions or assistance with 
filing manual material will be addressed by contacting Policy Management Unit staff at 
405-521-4326. 

REMOVE INSERT

317:35-5-26 317:35-5-26, pages 1-2, revised 12-1-07 
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317:35-5-26. Residence requirements; residents of public 
institutions; homeless persons; and residents of IHS, BIA or Tribal 
controlled dormitories
(a) Residence.  To be eligible for SoonerCare services, the 
applicant must be residing in the State of Oklahoma with intent to 
remain at the time the medical service is received.  A durational 
residence requirement is not imposed. 

(1) Temporary absence from the State, with subsequent returns to 
the State, or intent to return when the purposes of the absence 
have been accomplished, does not interrupt continuity of 
Oklahoma residence. 
(2) Oklahoma residence does not include transients or visitors 
passing through the state but does not preclude persons who do 
not have a fixed address if intent is established. 
(3) Intent to remain or return is defined as a clear statement 
of plans to remain or return in addition to other evidence 
and/or corroborative statements of others. 
(4) When a non-resident makes application for SoonerCare 
benefits, the local office provides services necessary to make 
available to the applicant any SoonerCare services for which 
he/she might be eligible from his/her state of residence.  The 
local office contacts the state or county of the applicant's 
residence to explore possible eligibility for medical benefits 
from the state and to obtain information needed for the 
determination of medical eligibility for the services received 
while in Oklahoma. 

(b) Individuals residing in institutions (correctional facilities 
and institutions for mental disease).  The SoonerCare program will 
only pay for services rendered to adults (21 through 64 years of 
age) who are inpatients in an institution for mental disease (IMD), 
juveniles in the custody of the Office of Juvenile Affairs who are 
inmates in a state-owned and operated facility, or inmates in a 
correctional facility, when these individuals are admitted as an 
inpatient to a hospital, nursing facility, juvenile psychiatric 
facility or an intermediate care facility for the mentally retarded 
and meet all other eligibility requirements. 
(c) Homeless individuals.  Individuals are not required to have a 
fixed address in order to be eligible for assistance.  Individuals 
who lack a fixed or regular residence, who have temporary 
accommodations, i.e., supervised shelters, residence of other 
individuals, a hallway, bus station, car or other similar places, 
are considered as "homeless".  1
(d) Individuals residing in IHS, BIA or Tribal controlled 
dormitories.  Individuals that reside in a facility which provides 
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students boarding and lodging on a temporary residential basis for 
the purpose of attending a Bureau-operated or Indian-controlled 
contract or public school are considered Oklahoma residents for 
SoonerCare eligibility purposes.  2

INSTRUCTIONS TO STAFF

1. Care must be taken to assure that eligible homeless 
individuals receive needed services.  The worker is expected 
to make special efforts to assist with securing 
documentation, etc., in order that homeless individuals are 
not precluded from services because of their homelessness. 

To ensure receipt of benefits by a client who may not have a 
mailing address nor can establish one, the county office 
address may be used.  This procedure is used only when other 
options cannot be determined. 

2. If the child meets all factors of eligibility, only the 
child's needs are included on the case. 
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