
CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT

Fiscal Year 2002

 

  Oklahoma Department of Human Services
  Children and Family Services Division

  Child Protective Services Programs Office  

Statistics



STATISTICS

 

The Oklahoma Department of Human Services (OKDHS) is charged with the 
responsibility of promptly investigating or assessing all accepted reports of child 
abuse and neglect and maintaining a record of the findings of those investigations 
and conclusions of those assessments.  Reports of all investigations are forwarded 
to the district attorney with recommendations for disposition.

OKDHS Child Welfare staff work to provide maximum safety for children and to 
enable families to remain together, if at all possible.  The majority of families that are 
identified through a report of abuse or neglect can be assisted through services from 
either community agencies or, if appropriate, through voluntary services from 
OKDHS.  In serious cases of abuse or neglect, however, court intervention and 
removal of the children from their homes may be necessary.  Removal of a child 
from his or her home can occur either through a court order or, in the case of an 
emergency, by law enforcement.  OKDHS  Child Welfare staff do not have the 
authority to remove children from their homes.

This statistical document for state fiscal year 2002 (July 1, 2001, through June 30, 
2002) reflects data on child abuse and neglect reports received and accepted for 
investigation.  Also included in this document is an alternative category of response 
to reports, the assessment.  Assessments are conducted when the allegation of 
abuse or neglect does not constitute a serious or immediate threat to a child’s health 
or safety.  Investigations are conducted when the report contains allegations of 
serious threats to the alleged child victim’s safety. 

This statistical document reflects the findings categories that are possible once an 
investigation has been completed.
 
     >    A finding of services not needed – means that there is no abuse or neglect
           and the family does not need any prevention or intervention services;

     >    A finding of services recommended  – means that the allegations are 
           determined to be unfounded but the family could benefit from prevention or 
           intervention services;

     >    A finding of confirmed services recommended – means that the allegations, 
           based on credible evidence, constitute child abuse or neglect and services 
           without court intervention will assist the family; 
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STATISTICS

    >    A finding of confirmed court intervention  – means that the allegations, based 
          on credible evidence, constitute child abuse or neglect of such a serious nature 
          that court intervention is recommended; and

    >   A finding of reasonable parental discipline  – means that the person responsible 
         for a child used ordinary force and age appropriate reasonable discipline.  This 
         finding results in expungement of record of the referral and assessment or 
         investigation. 
 
OKDHS received 56,562 reports on families and determined after screening that 38,077 
reports had allegations that met the definition of abuse and neglect and required 
investigation or assessment.  There were 62,795 children for whom an investigation was 
completed and a finding made.   Findings are not made in assessments.
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REPORTS

CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT REPORTS BY COUNTY
Fiscal 2002

County of 
Investigation/     
Assessment 

Reports 
Received

Screened 
Out

Screen Out 
Rate

Reports 
Accepted

Acceptance 
Rate

Statewide Totals 56,562 18,485 33% 38,077 67%
Adair 469 67 14% 402 86%
Alfalfa 71 14 20% 57 80%
Atoka 308 77 25% 231 75%
Beaver 58 21 36% 37 64%
Beckham 465 131 28% 334 72%
Blaine 236 99 42% 137 58%
Bryan 821 331 40% 490 60%
Caddo 554 139 25% 415 75%
Canadian 1,229 408 33% 821 67%
Carter 709 210 30% 499 70%
Cherokee 873 153 18% 720 82%
Choctaw 434 136 31% 298 69%
Cimarron 31 15 48% 16 52%
Cleveland 3,072 1,269 41% 1,803 59%
Coal 223 47 21% 176 79%
Comanche 1,439 340 24% 1,099 76%
Cotton 52 11 21% 41 79%
Craig 268 102 38% 166 62%
Creek 1,006 452 45% 554 55%
Custer 377 124 33% 253 67%
Delaware 688 182 26% 506 74%
Dewey 48 19 40% 29 60%
Ellis 42 7 17% 35 83%
Garfield 1,331 617 46% 714 54%
Garvin 477 166 35% 311 65%
Grady 896 286 32% 610 68%
Grant 75 15 20% 60 80%
Greer 77 37 48% 40 52%
Harmon 40 17 42% 23 58%
Harper 31 13 42% 18 58%
Haskell 267 73 27% 194 73%
Hughes 358 165 46% 193 54%
Jackson 579 269 46% 310 54%
Jefferson 94 26 28% 68 72%
Johnston 272 112 41% 160 59%

The following table details the number of reports received and screened, by county, during fiscal 2002.  
Each report is screened to assure that it meets the statutory definition of abuse and neglect and that it is 
within the legal scope of OKDHS.  Once a report is accepted, an investigation or assessment is 
completed on behalf of each alleged child victim identified in the report.  A report may have only one 
identified child victim or there may be multiple identified child victims.  During fiscal 2002, there were 
56,562 reports received and screened.  After screening, 38,077 reports were accepted for investigation or 
assessment.
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REPORTS
CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT REPORTS BY COUNTY

Fiscal 2002
County of 
Investigation/      
Assessment 

Reports 
Received

Screened 
Out

Screen Out 
Rate

Reports 
Accepted

Acceptance 
Rate

Kay 1,125 414 37% 711 63%
Kingfisher 187 79 42% 108 58%
Kiowa 211 55 26% 156 74%
Latimer 167 62 37% 105 63%
LeFlore 850 260 31% 590 69%
Lincoln 565 163 29% 402 71%
Logan 466 140 30% 326 70%
Love 139 44 32% 95 68%
McClain 425 111 26% 314 74%
McCurtain 720 227 32% 493 68%
McIntosh 370 109 29% 261 71%
Major 104 25 24% 79 76%
Marshall 226 74 33% 152 67%
Mayes 689 239 35% 450 65%
Murray 235 82 35% 153 65%
Muskogee 1,228 477 39% 751 61%
Noble 190 31 16% 159 84%
Nowata 160 69 43% 91 57%
Okfuskee 154 44 29% 110 71%
Oklahoma 11,272 2,756 24% 8,516 76%
Okmulgee 819 238 29% 581 71%
Osage 597 205 34% 392 66%
Ottawa 711 251 35% 460 65%
Pawnee 216 70 32% 146 68%
Payne 833 293 35% 540 65%
Pittsburg 1,043 448 43% 595 57%
Pontotoc 705 285 40% 420 60%
Pottawatomie 1,354 446 33% 908 67%
Pushmataha 338 88 26% 250 74%
Roger Mills 26 6 23% 20 77%
Rogers 935 339 36% 596 64%
Seminole 622 194 31% 428 69%
Sequoyah 838 261 31% 577 69%
Stephens 603 212 35% 391 65%
Texas 266 92 35% 174 65%
Tillman 145 51 35% 94 65%
Tulsa 6,521 2,622 40% 3,899 60%
Wagoner 923 238 26% 685 74%
Washington 1,000 372 37% 628 63%
Washita 144 39 27% 105 73%
Woods 166 57 34% 109 66%
Woodward 304 67 22% 237 78%
Statewide Totals 56,562 18,485 33% 38,077 67%
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ABUSE & NEGLECT

CHILDREN CONFIRMED TO BE VICTIMS OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT
Fiscal 1993 THRU 2002

Fiscal 
Year

Investigated/ 
Assessed Confirmed

Percent 
Confirmed

Fiscal 
Year

Investigated/ 
Assessed Confirmed

Percent 
Confirmed

1993 26,349 8,359 32% 1998 61,709 16,710 27%
1994 34,846 10,891 31% 1999 57,026 16,217 28%
1995 39,831 11,700 29% 2000 62,023 14,273 23%
1996 40,916 11,646 28% 2001 50,683 13,394 26%
1997 48,399 13,627 28% 2002 62,795 13,903 22%

Investigated/AssConfirmed
1993 26,349 8,359 32%
1994 34,846 10,891 31%
1995 39,831 11,700 29%
1996 40,916 11,646 28%
1997 48,399 13,627 28%
1998 61,709 16,710 27%
1999 57,026 16,217 28%
2000 62,023 14,273 23%
2001 50,683 13,394 26%
2002 62,795 13,903 22%

The following chart gives a summary of children for whom an investigation or assessment of abuse and neglect 
was completed and who were confirmed to be victims during the span of the past decade. 

NOTE:  This number is a duplicated  count of children, by county, since a child could be the subject of more than one 
investigation or assessment.
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Source:  OKDHS Children & Family Services Division

       Child Abuse and Neglect Statistics for Fiscal 2002 6



INVESTIGATIONS

The map below details a duplicated  count of children, by county, who were the subject of an investigation 
during fiscal 2002.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN INVESTIGATED FOR ALLEGED CHILD ABUSE OR 
NEGLECT BY COUNTY

Fiscal 2002                                                                                                                    TOTAL:  50,728     
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ASSESSMENTS

The map below details a duplicated  count of children, by county, who were the subject of an assessment 
during fiscal 2002.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN ASSESSED FOR ALLEGED CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT 
BY COUNTY

Fiscal 2002                                                                                                                    TOTAL: 12,067     
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CONFIRMATIONS

The map below details the number of children, by county, who were confirmed to be victims of child abuse and 
neglect.

NOTE:  These numbers reflect a duplicated count of children confirmed to be victims of child abuse and neglect.

CHILDREN CONFIRMED TO BE VICTIMS OF CHILD ABUSE OR NEGLECT BY 
COUNTY

Fiscal 2002                                                                                                                   TOTAL:  13,903  
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CHILD DEATH 
CONFIRMATIONS

County Confirmed Deaths County Confirmed Deaths
Adair 0 Latimer 0
Alfalfa 0 LeFlore 3
Atoka 1 Lincoln 1
Beaver 0 Logan 0
Beckham 1 Love 0
Blaine 0 McClain 0
Bryan 0 McCurtain 0
Caddo 0 McIntosh 0
Canadian 1 Major 0
Carter 0 Marshall 0
Cherokee 0 Mayes 0
Choctaw 0 Murray 1
Cimarron 0 Muskogee 0
Cleveland 3 Noble 0
Coal 0 Nowata 1
Comanche 1 Okfuskee 0
Cotton 0 Oklahoma 9
Craig 0 Okmulgee 1
Creek 1 Osage 0
Custer 0 Ottawa 0
Delaware 0 Pawnee 0
Dewey 0 Payne 0
Ellis 0 Pittsburg 0
Garfield 0 Pontotoc 0
Garvin 0 Pottawatomie 1
Grady 2 Pushmataha 0
Grant 0 Roger Mills 0
Greer 0 Rogers 0
Harmon 0 Seminole 0
Harper 0 Sequoyah 0
Haskell 0 Stephens 0
Hughes 1 Texas 0
Jackson 0 Tillman 0
Jefferson 0 Tulsa 3
Johnston 0 Wagoner 1
Kay 1 Washington 1
Kingfisher 0 Washita 0
Kiowa 1 Woods 0

Woodward 0

Statewide Total ---------------------------------------------------------------------------35

CONFIRMED CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT DEATHS
 BY COUNTY

Fiscal 2002                                                                                                                        TOTAL:  35 
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CHILD DEATH 
CONFIRMATIONS

Oklahoma Map

The map below details the confirmed child abuse and neglect deaths by county.

CONFIRMED CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT DEATHS BY COUNTY
Fiscal 2002                                                                                                                        TOTAL:  35

Source:  Children and Family Services Division
               Oklahoma Department of Human Services
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CHILD DEATH 
CONFIRMATIONS

CONFIRMED CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT DEATHS BY YEAR
 Fiscal 1992-2001

Fiscal Year Deaths Fiscal Year Deaths
1993 23 1998 45
1994 31 1999 47
1995 34 2000 48
1996 29 2001 38
1997 42 2002 35

1993 23
1994 31
1995 34
1996 29
1997 42
1998 45
1999 47
2000 48
2001 38
2002 35

In fiscal 2002, there were 35 deaths confirmed to be the result of child abuse or neglect.  The chart 
below details the number of deaths that have occurred each year since 1993.  
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CHILD DEATH CATEGORIES

CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT                    
BY AGE OF CHILD

 Fiscal 2002
Age Count Percent

Under 1 Year 18 51.43%

1-2 Years 5 14.29%

3-6 Years 7 20.00%

7-11 Years 3 8.57%

12 Years and Older 2 5.71%

TOTAL 35 100.00%

CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF CHILD ABUSE vs. NEGLECT
                                                                                  Fiscal 2002
Category Count Percent

Neglect 17 48.57%

Abuse 12 34.29%

Both Abuse & 
Neglect

6 17.14%

TOTAL 35 100.00%

As indicated on the chart below, the highest category of child deaths in children under one year of age.

As shown in the chart below, neglect accounts for more deaths than those resulting from abuse.

Source:  OKDHS Children & Family Services Division

Source:  OKDHS Children & Family Services Division
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CHILD DEATH CATEGORIES

             CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT 
                                                 BY RACE OF CHILD VICTIM
                                                                                 Fiscal 2002
Race Count Percent

White 25 71.43%

Black/African American 5 14.29%

American Indian/Alaskan Native 4 11.43%

Hispanic 1 2.85%

TOTAL: 35 100.00%

               CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT 
                                                  BY GENDER OF CHILD VICTIM
                                                                               Fiscal 2002
Gender Count Percent

Female 16 45.71%

Male 19 54.29% Female 16
Male 19

TOTAL: 35 100.00%

The race of the child victim in confirmed child abuse and neglect deaths is shown on the chart below.  

Source:  OKDHS Children & Family Services Division

The gender of the child victim in confirmed child abuse and neglect deaths is shown on the chart below.  

Source:  OKDHS Children & Family Services Division
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CHILD DEATH CATEGORIES

             CONFIRMED DEATHS AS A RESULT OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT
                                                       BY CAUSE OF DEATH
                                                                                 Fiscal 2002
Category Count Percent Category Count Percent
Environmental Neglect 7 20.00% Asphyxia-Intentional 1 2.86%
Head Trauma 7 20.00% Gunshot-Homicide 1 2.86%
Medical Neglect 4 11.43% Gunshot Wound-Lack of Supervision 1 2.86%
Overall Physical Abuse/Body Trauma 3 8.57% Poisoning-Lack of Supervision 1 2.86%
Smoke Inhalation-Homicide 3 8.57% Smoke Inhalation-Lack of Supervision 1 2.86%
Stab/Knife Wounds 3 8.57% Vehicular Accident-Subst. Abuse by Parent 1 2.86%
Drowning-Lack of Supervision 2 5.70%

 TOTAL 35     100.00%

Environmental Neglect 7
Head Trauma 7
Medical Neglect 4
Overall Physical Abuse/Body Trauma 3
Smoke Inhalation-Homicide 3
Stab/Knife Wounds 3
Drowning-Lack of Supervision 2
Total of all Categories Under 3 Percen 6           

The cause of death of the child victim in confirmed child abuse and neglect deaths is shown on the chart below.  
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